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Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, while the
world watches, the events of peace un-
fold in the Balkans, the violence of a
land war raging in Africa between the
nations of Eritrea and Ethiopia. As a
family doctor who worked in refugee
camps in Sudan in 1985 and cared for
refugees from both great nations, | can
only feel sadness as massive military
confrontation continues with large
numbers of casualties on both sides.

Since this war began a year ago, |
have asked a number of wise people to
share with me the causes of this war.
But, frankly, it appears to be a war
that serves no purpose and seems to
offer no hope but only destruction for
the two countries. | commend the OAU
for their continued efforts to find
peace, but ultimately the decision to
stop warring comes down to individual
decisions by each great nation, Eritrea
and Ethiopia.

Mr. Speaker, it is the hope of the
world, at least of those that are watch-
ing, that these decisions are made
soon.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until 10 a.m.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 38 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
until 10 a.m.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. STEARNS) at 10 a.m.

PRAYER

The Reverend Dr. Craig Barnes, Sen-
ior Pastor, National Presbyterian
Church, Washington D.C., offered the
following prayer:

Let us pray:

O God, we ask that You would be gra-
cious to the leadership of our land this
day. Give them the wisdom of Your
spirit that they may find their way
through the complex issues we now
confront. Give them the courage to
hold to what they believe to be right,
and the humility to discover more
truth than they have.

But most of all, O God, we pray that
You will give these leaders Your own
great dreams for the future of our peo-
ple, that we may participate in the
kingdom You would build here.

All this we ask in the name of the
Lord, whose way we prepare. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUN-
CAN) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. DUNCAN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed a
bill of the following title, in which the
concurrence of the House is requested:

S. 322. An Act to amend title 4, United
States Code, to add the Martin Luther King
Jr. holiday to the list of days on which the
flag should especially be displayed.

DISPENSING WITH CALL OF
PRIVATE CALENDAR ON TODAY

Mr. COMBEST. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that the call of the
Private Calendar be dispensed with
today.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

WELCOMING THE REVEREND DR.
CRAIG BARNES OF NATIONAL
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

(Mr. NETHERCUTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NETHERCUTT. Mr. Speaker, I
am delighted to welcome to the House
today Dr. Craig Barnes, the pastor of
National Presbyterian Church, a
church with a long and grand history
in Washington, D.C.

Dr. Barnes is not only a friend but
serves as the pastor for me and my
family here in the Nation’s Capital.

For those of us who come to Congress
to serve for a time, to be able to find a
church home away from home is indeed
a blessing. In his worship commitment
Craig Barnes brings to all who have the
opportunity to hear him, or read his
books, by the way, not only a thought-
ful and wonderful message of faith but
true belief in the grace of God. He has
a unique way of clearing the fog away
from confusion, despair and uncer-
tainty that sometimes touches all of us
in life and preach a message of hope as
he ministers to those in need.

Mr. Speaker, | am especially de-
lighted that Dr. Barnes is here today
and grateful that he would address the
House.

KHATAMI HAS THE WHITE HOUSE
BUFFALOED

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the
Khatami regime in Iran has arrested 13
Iranian Jews. They were accused of
spying for Israel and the United States
of America. The regime is supposedly
seeking the death penalty.

Unbelievable, Mr. Speaker. The
White House supports Khatami; the
State Department supports Khatami;
in fact, the White House said, and |
quote: ‘“Khatami is a welcome voice of
moderation.”

Moderation, my ascot.

Beam me up.

Khatami is a brutal killer, a fanatic,
a bold-faced liar.

It is time to recognize the Resist-
ance, the National Council of Resist-
ance in lran, fighting for democracy,
and it is time to set the record
straight. Khatami has the White House
buffaloed. He should not buffalo this
Congress.

CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO
ROSA PARKS, A TRUE AMERICAN
LEGEND

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, today
Congress will honor a true American
legend with the Congressional Gold
Medal. Many refer to Rosa Parks as the
First Lady of Civil Rights and the
Mother of the Freedom Movement be-
cause she refused to yield her bus seat
in Montgomery, Alabama, in 1955 and
was arrested. That silent protest by
Parks, who is now 86 years old, set in
motion a year-long bus boycott by Af-
rican Americans and a rethinking and
elimination of Alabama’s segregation
law.

On November 13, 1956, the Supreme
Court ruled that the law in Alabama
was unconstitutional; and the buses
were desegregated. As an original co-
sponsor of the legislation awarding the
Gold Medal to Mrs. Parks, | feel that
this is a distinct honor and privilege to
participate in the process to bestow
one of the Nation’s highest tributes
upon this courageous lady. Her con-
tribution to the Freedom Movement
helped pave the way for civil rights and
equal treatment in America.

To Mrs. Parks:

| salute you and the significant con-
tributions you have made to this great
country. Thank you.

REPUBLICANS PUT NRA-BACKED
POLITICS ABOVE OUR CHILDREN

(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, Re-
publicans need to decide who is more
important to them, our children or
their politics. Because if they want to
play politics with the issue of gun safe-
ty, they should explain why to the par-
ents of Sean Harvey of West Paterson
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in my home State of New Jersey. Sean
did not live to see his 17th birthday be-
cause he was shot by a man who mis-
takenly thought he was stealing a
neighbor’s car. Well, the car belonged
to a friend of Sean’s, and the gun used
to kill him was unlicensed by a man
with a list of prior offenses.

This Congress has a responsibility to
get these guns off the street and to
make sure that everyone who buys a
gun is subject to a background check.
When it comes to keeping our children
safe in their schools and in our neigh-
borhoods, there should be no loopholes
and no exceptions.

There is nothing more important
than the safety of our children, and it
is a sad day in this House and this Na-
tion when the Republican leadership
gives the NRA all of the time necessary
before the Memorial Day break to be
able to work over Members and to cre-
ate a process that is destined to fail-
ure, destined to fail our children in
terms of safety, destined to fail the
citizens of this country in terms of
safety and destined to ensure the
NRA’s victory.

WANT TO SEE A LIBERAL BECOME
HYSTERICAL?

(Mr. HEFLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, if you
think it is fun to watch a liberal be-
come hysterical, then here is a fun
trick that you might want to try. Next
time you are in the company of lib-
erals, especially the kind who make a
big deal about how compassionate they
are with other people’s money, men-
tion that you heard that the Repub-
licans in Congress are going to do away
with the income tax withholding. In
other words, mention that you heard a
rumor, and it is apparently true, that
conservative Republicans are going to
get rid of income tax withholding and
make everyone send in one big check
to Uncle Sam at the end of each year
for their income tax. The reaction you
will get cannot be expressed in words.

First, there is silence, dead silence,
and then we will see an expression of
sheer panic and terror on their face.
The liberal knows that if we are forced
to see in one lump sum just how much
money is forked over to the Federal
Government every year we would re-
volt, and the liberals would never win
another election.

Try that sometime on liberal friends,
and enjoy the show.

EPA UNDERMINING EFFORTS TO
REVITALIZE ECONOMIES OF OUR
INNER CITIES

(Mr. KNOLLENBERG asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker,
the EPA is the gang that cannot shoot
straight. This Agency’s mishandling of
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the so-called environmental justice
issue has undermined the efforts to re-
vitalize the economies of our inner cit-
ies and hurt the very people it intended
to help.

Last year, | included language in the
budget that forced the EPA to go back
to the drawing board to formulate a
more workable policy that addresses
the concerns expressed by State and
local officials and business leaders
from across this country. Mr. Speaker,
the EPA has still not come forward
with its new proposal. This, | believe,
is inexcusable, and it is time for this
arrogant, heavy-handed Agency to get
its act together. Further delays and ad-
ditional foot-dragging will only hinder
the efforts to redevelop brownfields and
create good-paying jobs in minority
communities.

Mr. Speaker, it is time the EPA fi-
nally gets its act together and comes
to a final resolution on this issue.

KYLE HIRONS WOULD BE ALIVE
TODAY IF A GUN HAD BEEN
EQUIPPED WITH A SAFETY LOCK

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, not long
ago a 15-year-old boy from Glaston-
bury, Connecticut, found a loaded .357
magnum in the bedroom drawer of one
of his parents. In the midst of playing,
the gun accidentally went off, shooting
the boy in the face and killing him.
The boy’s name was Kyle Hirons.
Today is the last day Kyle’s death will
remain anonymous.

I invoke the Kyle Hirons because he
is one of the 13 children who die every
day because of guns. These are not
nameless, faceless statistics. They are
real people. They are our children. In
this case, one more child would be alive
today if the gun had been equipped
with a safety lock. And yet there are
forces in this country, in this very
body, who would undermine modest
gun safety legislation that would pro-
tect our children.

This week, we can take steps. We can
pass the Senate provisions and require
gun child safety locks and devices. We
can close the loophole at gun shows,
and we can eliminate high-capacity,
human-hunting ammunition clips.

Our kids are dying of an epidemic.
The epidemic is unsafe guns. Let us
pass sensible measures that make guns
as safe as possible.

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DESERVE
SOME ANSWERS

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, the
American people need to ask many
questions about our relationship with
China. Why did the President approve
the sale of missile technology to the
Chinese against the objection of his
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own Defense Department, his own
State Department and his own Justice
Department? Was it because of the mil-
lions of dollars of campaign contribu-
tions from the Chinese military and
top executives of the Hughes Elec-
tronics Corporation? Why over the last
5 years have there been 3,567 requests
for wiretaps and search warrants under
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act and only one turned down, and
that one involving Mr. Lee and the spy-
ing at Los Alamos?

There are many other questions ex-
actly like these. The American people
deserve some answers.

The Cox report says the Chinese espi-
onage goes on even to this day. Things
are going on today that have never
happened before in the history of this
Nation, Mr. Speaker, and the American
people deserve to know why.

THE GREATEST GENERATION

(Mr. LUCAS of Oklahoma asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. LUCAS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor one of the
many brave soldiers who risked their
lives during World War Il to preserve
the freedoms we enjoy today. In his
book, Tom Brokaw dubbed them The
Greatest Generation. It is hard to dis-
pute this description. Many of these
soldiers walked off farms or out of
shops and factories to fight for the
country they love dearly.

One of these men was Mr. Garland
Ward of Del City, Oklahoma. As a 22-
year-old, he left a secure job as a gro-
cery clerk to answer the call of duty to
his country. As an enlistee of the 45th
Infantry Division, Private Ward was
sent to fight in North Africa. From
there his unit made its way across Eu-
rope. After fighting in the Battle of the
Bulge, they made their way to Ger-
many where he and other members of
his unit were captured. After spending
4 days as a POW, American forces re-
captured the village and freed these
brave men. Upon freedom, Private
Ward rearmed himself and continued
his fight towards victory across Eu-
rope.

Our country owes a great deal to
these brave soldiers, like Mr. Ward,
who fought so valiantly.

GUN CONTROL POLITICS

(Mr. EWING asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, we have
and are hearing so much about gun
control. First of all, let me say that
the legislation and the push behind
this legislation is political, political,
political. The reason, because the other
party thinks they will get a political
advantage out of it. The truth is, the
truth is we have many, many gun laws
on the books, passed by this Congress,
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